











PRIME MINISTER . PREMIER MINISTRE

I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to everyone
celebrating Black History Month.

For 27 years, the National Black Coalition of Canada, Edmonton
Chapter, has offered Canadians a chance to learn about the legacy and
accomplishments of black Canadians, while proudly promoting and preserving the
inspiring stories of early black pioneers and of those who defied intolerance to
advance human rights in Canada. I encourage all Canadians to take time this
February to discover more about the events and people that have helped to shape
the nation we are today.

T'would like to thank the organizers of the 2013 Black History
Month in Edmonton for their outstanding efforts. I am certain that the many

events planned will resonate with the entire community.

On behalf of the Government of Canada, I wish you a memorable
month of activities.

The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P.
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MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE RONA AMBROSE

As Regional Minister for Northern Alberta and on behalf of the Government of
Canada, | am pleased to extend warm wishes as we commemorate Black History
Month in Edmonton.

Black History Month provides a meaningfui opportunity for ail Canadians to reflect
on and to appreciate the achievements and the invaluable contributions of
Canada’s black community to the diversity of our great country. This month provides
us with an opportunity to celebrate the important role black Canadians have played
in enriching Canadian communities from coast to coast.

I would like to commend and express my heartfelt thanks to the organizers and
volunteers of the Edmonton Chapter of the National Black Coalition of Canada for
their hard-work to promote and celebrate the proud heritage and culture of black
Canadians in Edmonton this year.

Please accept my best wishes for a memorable Black History Month 2013.

Honourable Rona Ambrose, PC, MP
Edmonton-Spruce Grove
Regional Minister for Northern Alberta
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Message from George Rogers, MLA

On behalf of my colleagues in the Legislative Assembly of
Alberta, I'm very pleased to offer greetings and support for Black
History Month activities and celebrations throughout the Capital
Region. | would also like to express my gratitude to the National
Black Coalition of Canada, Edmonton chapter for organizing
these events; your tireless efforts year after year, allow us all to
share in the Black journey.
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This journey has taken us from Africa through slavery, emancipation, and various pieces of legislation....that
rarely, if ever, have been for our benefit; to 2013, where we find black people contributing at all levels of our
society, with dignity and respect, including a second-term president of the United States Of America.

Black History Month is much more than a celebration and recognition of the myriad of achievements and
contributions made by Black Albertans and Black Canadians; it is an opportunity to celebrate the diversity that
is the hallmark of this wonderful province, and indeed, this country. Above all, it’s a celebration of hope.

The Black journey has been one of everlasting hope. Change has been a staple that has allowed us all, as people
of the world, to live, love and grow in prosperity together. Where there is life, there is hope. This is indeed a
Canadian journey. The power to change lies within each and every one of us, and when we combine this power,
the result is phenomenal. | wish everyone a very enjoyable and inspirational Black History month.

Please enjoy the celebrations.

George Rogers, MLA
Leduc-Beaumont-Devon

Message from Honourable Heather Klimchuk
Minister of Culture

As Minister of Culture, it is my great pleasure to welcome everyone to festivities for
Black History Month 2013.

Black History Month is about triumph over challenge. For Alberta’s black community,
there have been the challenges all people face in seeking a new life in a new land.
Historically, there has also been the challenge of prejudice. Black History Month salutes
the overcoming of these obstacles and rises joyfully to the current challenge of
recognition for a community that forms a vibrant and essential strand of Alberta’s
cultural fabric.

Culture connects us to our individual and shared identities, to our personal and
collective past, to one another and to the world. Black History Month celebrates the
cultural contributions of Alberta’s black community for the inspiration of all Albertans.

My warmest thanks to the organizers and volunteers of the National Black Coalition of
Canada’s Edmonton Chapter for sharing the heritage and vitality of Alberta’s Black
community in what | am sure will be a fantastic month of celebration.

Happy Black History Month!

Heather Klimchuk
Minister
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